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Editorial

O

October’s New City is a celebration
of Genfest 2018 – an extraordinary
international youth festival held in Manila
in July this year. Over 6000 attended and
thousands more were linked up throughout the globe via the internet.
The first Genfest was held in the Focolare town of Loppiano on 1st May
1973. This was a fairly small and ‘spontaneous’ event for youth. The first
international Genfest took place in Rome in 1975 for about 25,000 young
people. I was there along with many compatriots of that era and it was one
of those unforgettable events which will always remain with me. It was a
moment of God. From then on, Genfests have taken place every six years
in different parts of Europe. Genfest 2018 was different in that it was
outside Europe and hosted by Asia in the Philippines.
Another step forward has been the realisation that Genfests need
to be more than a one day extravaganza. Over the last few years more
thought has been given to the overall impact of Genfest on those
attending. This has resulted in planning experiences leading up to
the event and follow up meetings and social projects. You can read
all about the experiences of team GB which spent a week in Vietnam
before going on to Manila (Page 4).
We have included some of the experiences shared by young people at
the Genfest (page 8). The theme ‘Beyond Borders’ was unpacked by these
interventions and through music, dance and theatre. They illustrated
that there are a variety of borders which need to be overcome by us all:
personal, moral, social, cultural, political to name but a few.
Genfest 2018 and its associated follow up projects, are signs of a
youthful new energy and hope in a world which desperately needs an
injection of justice and compassion.
Paul Gateshill
editor@newcity.co.uk
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New City is an expression of the Focolare Movement, which takes as its inspiration
Jesus’ prayer to the Father “May they all be one” (Jn 17: 21). Over the last seven
decades Focolare has grown from a small community of around five hundred in Trent,
northern Italy, to a world-wide community of several hundred thousand people of all
ages and backgrounds. It has also spread beyond the confines of the Roman Catholic
Church, to many other Christian traditions, to other faiths and people of good will.
New City works to promote mutual understanding and respect through dialogue.
Together with our readers we want to discover how to ‘build bridges’ in the different
sectors of society and in personal life. We are convinced that dialogue, based on
mutual love, is the only way to build a more united world which is based on universal
values such as justice, equality, truth and peace.

